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Covid 19

The pandemic has altered all our lives and significantly affected how councils operate but Hampshire 
County Council has continued to deliver is services wherever possible.  The council supported the 
community during the COVID 19 virus with The HantsHelp4Vulnerable helpline, which made Local 
Response Centre referrals. Adult and Children’s social services continued operating to a high level 
dealing with pandemic and non-pandemic issues. HWRCs were open in a booking in process and 
roads were still maintained. However, the impact of the virus on Council resources and further 
government support concluded that further government funding of £52.4m was required to ensure that 
the Council was financially sustainable in the medium term.

Hythe Quarry

An application came to the regulatory committee for variation 16 on the Forest Lodge Farm Quarry to 
add another 5 items of heavy duty plant to the operation. In support of residents’ concerns about the 
extra potential noise pollution I opposed this application. I had the item deferred by the committee 
until appropriate measures were put in place to record the noise levels effecting local people. When it 
was brought back to the February meeting an updated condition 31, which strengthens the monitoring 
and mitigation for the extra equipment, was passed and the applicants have agreed a monitoring site 
on the west with a suggested monitor screen being be seen in public.

Children’s Services

As we come out of each lockdown the number of referrals for children increases resulting for some in 
child protection requirements. So against a back drop of increasing demand reducing funds the 
service has looked at new and innovative ways of serving the young people, who need its help. 
However, like Adult services you can only do this for so long. If the government does not increase 
funding for these areas there will be an uncertain future for social services in Hampshire.

Motion for Schools’ Streets

School Street schemes offer a proactive solution for school communities to tackle air pollution, poor 
health and road danger reduction. A School Street scheme will encourage a healthier lifestyle and 
active travel to school for families and lead to a better environment for everyone. In addition to 
allowing social distancing during the time of the pandemic by removing the car element and thus 
making more space for safer distanced walking. The motion was supported by the whole council and 
will go forward to see how it can be implemented in next year’s budget

Hythe Library

With help from the Parish council I was able to recruit volunteers, who once lock down is over will help 
keep the library open longer after its hours were cut during the HCC library service reduction. I pay 
tribute to these volunteers whose help can further expand the opening hours post lockdown.

REVENUE BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021/22

The County Council has increased its budget by 4.99%, of which 3% is specifically for adults’ social 
care, which gives council tax for a band D council tax for the year beginning 1 April 2021 of 
£1,350.45.   Total reserves of more than £643.1m as at 31 March 2020, more than half of which 
(£351.2m) is committed to existing revenue programmes and capital spend. However, a further £80m 
Savings Programme due to government precovid funding reductions has also been put in place to 
deliver full savings by 1 April 2023 because the funding reduction has produced a short fall over two 
years of £40 million per year. The bottom line is that due to cuts in government funding resulting in 
service reductions, the people of Hampshire with council tax rises are now paying more for less!                                                                                 
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